
Project: Creating several ArcGIS compatible layers/feature classes to represent the racially
restrictive covenants that were put in place on certain properties in the Spokane area during the
1950s.

Rationale: In 2016 an Eastern Washington University History student and intern at the
Washington State Archives came across racially restrictive language in the property records of
certain Spokane areas. As news about the outdated covenants spread via the
Spokesman_Review
https://www.spokesman.com/stories/2016/dec/04/whites-only-covenants-still-exist-in-many-mid-
cent/

Certain property owners who desired to have the language removed from their property
records began to see if there were any ways to have the lines either struck through or outright
removed. Since the original discovery, the issue has been brought before the court and as of yet
the courts have ruled in favor of the covenants remaining in place (it should be noted that the
covenants themselves have long been ruled illegal and this is purely a matter of maintaining
them on the official records)
https://www.spokesman.com/stories/2019/nov/05/spokane-homeowner-appeals-ruling-in-hopes-
of-erasi/
https://www.khq.com/news/spokane-homeowners-fighting-to-remove-racist-language-from-housi
ng-documents/article_750c779e-b661-11ea-82f5-8fc993112426.html

https://www.spokanepublicradio.org/post/wa-house-approves-racial-covenantshousing-bi
ll#stream/0
A new Bill in the State of Washington is being pushed (see above story) to allow for the

removal of the language while maintaining an archival record. To educate the public about the
history of these covenants, maintain a form of digital record that can visually represent the areas
affected, and further study the historic impact of the records on Spokane neighborhoods and
minority groups A GIS geodatabase project is being suggested.

Goals: This is the first step of a larger potential project so the goals are somewhat minimal. First
to create a GIS layer to symbolize the known neighborhoods, subdivisions, and additions with
racially restrictive language on the record. Logan Camporeale, the EWU student who originally
brought attention to the covenants, along with Anna Harbine the Archivist for the Northwest
Museum of Arts and Culture, has previously created a map which does that found here:
https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/viewer?mid=1zJMQ-jJgjuHK4AdLK6_twSz6rEg&ll=47.6145
9336208522%2C-117.38957011511035&z=17

The map created by Mr. Camporeale and Mrs. Harbine while decent enough for viewing
the areas in an overall sense does not have the tools available in GIS software that allow for
further analysis and alternative visualization methods so a GIS dataset to represent this same
information and build on the research done by Mr. Camporeale would be a valuable start.

Additional goals include creating further representative datasets in order to more
accurately assess and represent the affected areas, showing how many parcels in total areathe
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GeoTIFFd by the areas these covenants bound, and how many buildings or homes are included
in those parcels.

Georeferencing a map of Spokane in the 1950s is the last goal for the suggested project.
This will serve as a basemap for further use of the data, as a representation of Spokane when
the Covenants were put in place and either considered legally binding or upheld by social
constructs.

Data necessary: to complete this project include a map of Spokane in the 1950s to
georeference. Data from Spokane OpenGIS including the parcel data and Spokane Buildings
data. Additional Spokane OpenGIS data may not be necessary but can be useful, such as the
Spokane Streets and Spokane Railroad data, and the Census data for Spokane, although the
latter will be more useful for further research.

Data regarding the covenants will be necessary as well. The map created previously can
serve as a basic reference for the work done by Camporeale and Harbine, and they link to
copies of the covenants for more detailed information so that is readily available. The Spokane
County Assessors Office and the Washington State Archives Eastern Region Branch also hold
additional physical records that can and should be reviewed for more accurate data, as
Camporeale did not complete his review of the city (to my knowledge at least).

Process: The project began with the location of different maps of Spokane dated in the 1950s
to georeference. While not the highest priority of the project it could potentially be the most
time-consuming. Originally four USGS maps were located on
https://www.oldmapsonline.org/map/usgs/5408270. An attempt was made to georeference the
four maps and stitch them together but was mostly unsuccessful. Another full map of the city
was found at https://ngmdb.usgs.gov/topoview/viewer/#9/47.5005/-117.0016. An attempt was
made to georeference the map, and while largely accurate it still wasn’t perfect. Later a
georeferenced tiff of the above map was discovered and found to be accurate enough for the
purposes of the project so attempts to georeference the previously found maps were
abandoned in favor of using the geotiff.

Data regarding the city was located on Spokane OpenGIS and what was useful or
necessary was added into the geodatabase.

Using the map created previously as a reference a new feature class was created to represent
the areas with known covenants. Using the different types of polygon creation tools including the
vector tool, the trace tool in conjunction with the Spokane Streets data set from Spokane
OpenGIS, Freehand drawing the areas, and using the rectangle polygon tool the different
polygons were created. The attribute table for these polygons has places to include the name of
the area affected, the date the covenant was put in place, the owner who put the covenant in
place, the date the covenant expired, and whether or not the covenant would automatically
renew after the expiration date unless someone intervened to stop them from doing so. The

https://www.oldmapsonline.org/map/usgs/5408270
https://ngmdb.usgs.gov/topoview/viewer/#9/47.5005/-117.0016


Name data was input during creation but other fields remain to be filled as of the end of this
stage.

After the polygons for the areas bound were created new feature classes were created using
the select by location tool. First after adding the Parcel data from Spokane OpenGIS and
selecting every parcel within one of the polygons made from the affected areas. A new
self-contained layer was made to represent these parcels. A second layer was made by adding
the building data, again from Spokane OpenGIS, and selecting all the buildings within the
parcels from the previous layer. Again a self-contained layer was then made to represent this
data.

Deliverables: Geodatabase containing, georeferenced map of Spokane in 1950. Relevant
Spokane OpenGIS datasets and the create feature class layers.

Recommended Adjustments: Polygons made using the freehand tool will need to be redone
using one of the other methods. The method was employed when using the trace tool was
impractical due to the placement of the lots bound by the covenants, however, it would have
been more effective and accurate to use the vector tool instead.

The GeoTIFF while mostly accurate is slightly off in some neighborhoods and maybe just
slightly off scale. Additional control points and georeferencing may fix the issue but it is largely
unnecessary.

Steps Moving Forward: Certain Spokane Valley neighborhoods weren’t included in this stem of
the project, as it was difficult to make a map frame that contained them and the main Spokane
data at a scale that clearly displayed the affected areas and since Spokane Valley has become
its own city it was considered a potentially different endeavor. Adding the remaining data to the
attribute table for the affected areas feature class. Adding any additional areas to the dataset
that haven’t been included or discovered. Creating a story map detailing the notable effects of
the covenants as per this story
https://www.inlander.com/spokane/spokane-case-on-racist-housing-covenants-misses-the-bigge
r-issues/Content?oid=21311352
Utilizing census data to look at the demographics of Spokane and the areas affected by the
covenants.
Adding the below map to a GIS layer for use in a potential story map with the combined data.
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